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recent trends among women in congress, 1977–2006
lesson plan four to accompany contextual essay

SUGGESTED EXTENDED ACTIVITIES 
Design a timeline of significant events for the women of Congress who served during this era.1.	
Track voting records of women Members on key issues of the period.2.	
Write a 100-word obituary for one of the women Members.3.	
Design a campaign Web page for a woman candidate for Congress during this period.4.	
Draft language for a resolution sponsored by a Congresswoman in the 1970s through the 1990s on 	5.	

	 one of three fictional topics:
To create a commemorative event or holiday to mark the expanding role of women in national  a.	

	 politics since Jeannette Rankin was first elected to Congress in 1917.
To lower the cost of college tuition.b.	
To promote more family-friendly policies in the workplace.c.	

ONLINE RESOURCES

Online Biographical Directory of the United States Congress

Searchable database that contains biographical information on every person who served  
in Congress.

http://bioguide.congress.gov 

Office of the Clerk, Art & History

Includes information on the history and art of the U.S. House of Representatives such as weekly 
historical highlights, party divisions, congressional apportionment, leadership and officers, and 
significant events.

http://clerk.house.gov/art_history/index.html

Senate Historical Office

Includes information on the history and art of the U.S. Senate such as facts and milestones, 
historical statistics, featured biographies, and a photographic collection. 

http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/generic/Senate_Historical_Office.htm

Library of Congress/THOMAS 

Searchable database of congressional legislation from 1973 to present (bill text and roll call votes  
are available from 1989 to present).

http://thomas.loc.gov/

GPO Access
Includes links for searchable databases of the Congressional Record and House Journal (1994  
to present) as well as information on how to find the nearest federal depository library.

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/index.html  

Center for American Women and Politics

Provides facts and figures about current and historical women office holders at the state and  
national level.

http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/ 


